-HEREAS his Britannic Majefty, in conjunction with the Lords and Commons of Great- 
Britain, has bya late Act of Parliament excluded the inhabitants of thefe United Colonies from _ 
_ the protection of his Crown: Anp WueREAs no an{wer whatever to the humble Petitions of the _ 
a7: Colonies for redrefs of grievances and reconciliation with Great-Britain, has been or is likely to be” 
‘given ; but the whole force of that kingdom, aided by foreign mercenaries, is to be exerted for the deftruction 
of the good people of thefe Colonies: AND WHEREAS it appears abfolutely irreconcileable to reafon and good 
confeience, for the people of thefe Colonies now to take the oaths and affirmations necefiary for the fupport of 
any government under the Crown of Great-Britain, and it is neceflary that the exercife of every kind of autho- 
___ rity under the faid Crown fhould be totally fuppreffed, and all the powers of government exerted under the peo- 


their lives, liberties and properties again{t the hoitile invafions and cruel depredations of their enemies :— 
-- Resotvep therefore, That it be recommended to the refpective Affemblies and Conventions of the United 
Colonies, where no government fufficient to the exigencies of their affairs has been hitherto eftablithed, to adopt 
fuch government as {hall in the opinion of the Reprefentatives of the people beit conduce to the happinefs and 
fafety of their conftituents in particular and America in general. Extract from the Minutes, 
CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary, 


To toe INHABITANTS of VERMONT, a Free and Independent State, bounding on 
the River Connecticut and Lake CHAMPLAIN. Sepa fs 


GENTLEMEN, PREG AD BL Pi Ay pprler,: 179m 
UMBERS of you are knowing to the zeal with which I have exerted myfelf in your behalf from the 

N beginning of your ttrugele with the New-York Monopolizers. As the Supreme Arbiter of right has {mil- 

ed on the juft caufe of North-America at large, you in a peculiar manner have been highly favored. God has 

done by you the beft thing commonly done for our fpecies. He has put it fairly in your power to help yourfelves. 

I have taken the minds of feveral Jeading Members in the Honorable the Continental Congrefs, and can affure 
you that you have nothing to do but fend attetted copies of the Recommendation to take up government to every 
townthip in your diftrict, and invite all your freeholders and inhabitants to meet in their refpective townfhips and 

a chufe members for a General Convention, to meet at an early day to chafe Delegates for the General Congrels, 

_ aCommittee of Safety, and to form a Conttitution for your State. 
~ Your friends here tell me that fome are in doubt whether Delegates from your diftrict would be admitted in- 

“) toCongrefs. I tell you to organize fairly, and make the experiment, and [ will enfure your fuccefs at the rifque 

~ -» of my reputation as a man of honor or common fenfe. Indeed they can by no means refufe you! You have as 

_ good aright to chufe how you will be governed, and by whom, as they had. 

- Ihave recommended to your Committee the Conflitution of Penntylvania for a model, which, with a very 
Jittle alteration, will, in my opinion, come as near perfection’ as any thing yet concerted by mankind. ‘This 
Conititution has been fifted with all the criticifim that a band of defpots were mafters of, and has bid defiance to 
_ their united powers. 

The alteration 1 would recommend is, that all the Bills intended to be paffed into Laws fhould be laid before 
the Executive Board for their perufal and propofals of amendment. All the difference then between fuch a Con- 
ftitution and thofe of Connecticut and Rhode-Ifland, in the grand outlines is, that in one café the Executive 
power can advife and in the other compel. For my own part, I efteem the people at large the true proprietors 
of governmental power. They are the {upreme conftituent power, and of courte their immediate Reprefentatives 
are the fupreme delegate power ; and as foon as the delegate power gets too far out of the hands of the confti- 
tuent power, a tyranny is in fome degree eftablithed. 

Happy are you that in laying the foundation of a new government, you havea digeft drawn from the pureit 
fountains of antiquity, and improved by the readings and obiervations of the great Doctor FRANKLIN, DAvIpD 
Rirtrenuouse, Eig; and others. Iam certain you may build on fuch a bafis a fyitem which will tran{mie 
liberty and happinefs to pofterity. 

Let the fcandazous practice of bribing men by places; commiffions, &c. be held in abhorrence among you. 
By entrufting only men of capacity and integrity in public affairs, and by obliging even the beft men to fall ia- 
to the common mais of the people every year, and be fenfible of their need of the popular good will to fuftain 
their political importance; is your liberties well fecured. Thefe plans effectually promife this fecurity. 

May Almighty God {mile upon your arduous and important undertaking, and infpire you with that wifdom, 
virtue, public {pirit and unanimity, which enfures fuccefs in the moft hazardous enterprizes ! 

lam, Gentlemen, Your fincere friend and humble fervant, 
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ee Y OUR Committee have obtained for you a copy of the Recommendation of Congrefs to all fuch bodies of 
i men as looked upon themfelves returned to a {tate of nature, to adopt {uch government as fhould in the 


opibion of the Reprefentatives of the people beft conduce to the happinefs and fafety of their conftituents in par- 
ticular and America in general. 


4 You may perhaps think ftrange that nothing further is done for you at this time than to fen 

But if you confider that till you incorporate and actually announce to Con 

they cannot treat with you asa free State. While New-York claims you as fubjects of that government, my 

ig ; hnomble opin’on 1s, your own good fenfe will {ugzeft to you, that no time is to be lott in availing yourfelves of 
ns the fame opportunity your afluming miftrels is improving to eftablith a dominion for herfelf and you too. 


d you this extract, 
grefs your having become a body politic, 


3 é A WORD TO THE WISE IS SUFFICIENT, 
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ple of the Colonies, for the prefervation of internal peace, virtue and good order, as well as for the defence of — ; 
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